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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

be patented and the prior art are such that t£?SE . the Subject matter sou 3 ht *> 

obvious at the time theZZtZ w* ?£5J£ 35 - * W ° U ' d h3Ve ^ 

said subject matter perteinrpXtabS J?J nTh ^T 9 ^' nary skMI in the art to which 
invention was made Patenfc »b'lrty shall not be negat.ved by the manner in which the 


The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1. Determining the scope and contents of the prior art 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indication 
obviousness or nonobviousness. R»rcauon indicating 


Claims 1-5, 8-14, 16-20, 22 and 24, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Gois U. S. patent No. 5,505,013 in view of Wurzer U. S. 
patent No. 5,463,798 (both are of record). 

Gois discloses Applicant's claimed combination of a karabiner hook fastener 
comprising a substantially C-shaped body (Figure 9) having its free ends curved 
towards each other defining a gap there between, and a solid gate having a 
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locking means for closing said gap, said gate is adapted to open inwardly 
towards said body, said body including a fits, recess means formed a, one end of 
said body and a second recess means formed a, the second end of said body, 
and a roller (26) disposed a, one end of said body within said Hrs. recess, and a 
second roller ,90) disposed at the second end of said body within the second 
recess of said body leaving a gap between said roller (90, and the body , wherein 
said roller ,90, defining a concave profile to provide a running groove for a rope, 
cable or the like, except tha, the reference to Gois is silent abou, using a strap 
including a groove atone face of its kambiner ,o provide a location forme strap 
and its gate does no, open inwardly with the plane of its body, see Figures 8,9; 
column 5, lines 59-67; column 6. lines 5-,7, and lines 58-63. Wurzer u. S. Paten, 
No. 5,463,798 disclosed a karabiner comprising a main body provided with recess 
nreans, (groove, ,24, for receiving a bel, (sttap, ,25,, and a gate which is adapted 
to open inwaraiy in the plane of me body of its karabiner, see Figures 9-11, and 
column 4, lines 44-47, and ,o further having the gate in Gois open inwardly wi,h 
•he plane of its body and further providing its body „,,„ a recess means for 
receiving a strap in order ,o secure its hook to a support secure if so desired, 
in ,he manner teught disclosed and suggested by Wurcer, i, would have been 
obvious ,„ one having ordinal ski,, in the art a, ,he ttme ,he invention was made, 
especially, since such modification involves only routtne skill in the art. 
As ,o ,he use of rollers formed of spli, componente as recited in Calm 17, is 
considered ,o be no more ,han a matter o, design choice ,o one having ordinary 
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skill in the art since the use of . roller formed of sp.it components is conventions, 
and well known in the art, especialiy, when the function of the device is not 
changed, this is not patentable matter but the work of a machine. 
Moreover, the particular location antfor the arrangement selected of an Cements 
is considered to be no more man an obvious matter of design choice to one 
having ordinary skill within the art, especially, since it has been he!d that 
rearranging pa an invention is involves only routine skill in the art See In Re 
Japikse, 86 USPQ 70 


Claims 21 and 25, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over the same references as applied to Cairns 1 -5, above, and further in view of 
Cheats U. S. Patent No. 6,161,264 who discloses a safety hook fastener 
comprising a spring loaded, solid gate (22), a locking element (36) and a ring 
formed a. one end (72, of the body ,14, of its hook ,10, and to further modify the 
mounting of me gate in Gois as a spring-loaded gate, and a ring to be formed a. 
one end of its body in order to perform the desired function for attaching its hook 
to a support structure in the manner taught, disclosed and suggested by Choate 
it woutd have been obvious to one having ordinary ski,, in the art a, the time the 
invenlion was made, especially, since such modulation invotves only routine 
skill in the art. 

Furthermore, Applicant is reminded that in considering the disclosure of a 
reference, i, is proper to take into account not only specific teaching of the 
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reference but also the inferences which one ski.ied in the art would reasonably be 
expected to draw therefrom; see In re Preda, 401 F2d 825, 826, 159 USPQ 342,344 
(CCPA1968). 


Claim 23, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
same reference as applied to claims 1-5, above, and further in view of Ying.ing U. 
S. Patent No. 1,849,816 who teaches the use of a wire gate (19) as a gate for a 
hook device assembly; see Figure 1, page 1, column 2, lines 55-59, and to form 
the gate in Gois, from a wire material in the manner taught, disclosed and 
suggested by Yingling it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made. 

Furthermore, the particular type of materia, used to form a gate in a karabiner 
device assembly is considered to be no more than an obvious matter of design 
choice within the ski,, in the art, since it has been he.d to be within the genera, 
skill of a worker in the art to se.ect a known materia, on the basis of its suitabi.ity 
for the intended use as a matter of obvious design choice. See ,n Re Leshin, 125 
USPQ 416. 

Cairns 6, 7, and 15, are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base Cairn, but wou.d be allowable if rewritten in independent form inCuding a„ 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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The use of a p,uraHty of references is justified since some of the iimlrarions 
to which they are applied are independent of each other; see Ex Parte Fine 1927 
C.D.84;O.G.511. 


The prior art made of record and not relied upon is consider pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Applicant's attention is directed to the prior art of record, 
as showing slructure related to Applicant disclosed invention. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5, 8-14, and 16-25, have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s, of rejection. 

As to Applicant's remarks that the Gois patent cannot be used and/or 
combined with other prior art. 

The test for obviousness is not whether the features of a secondary reference 
may be bodily incorporated into the structure of the primary reference; nor is it 
that the claimed invention must be expressly suggested in any one or all of ,h, 
references. Rather, the test is what the combined teachings of the references 
would have suggested to those of ordinary skill in the art. See * re Ke«er, 642 
F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981). 
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-s, n , rath e r , hanlhelacl(thereo , See|nReSoWs(i 2d7M 
(Fed. Cir. 1985). 


Applicant's amendment necessitate,! », 

necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 

™ ntWs0fficeacHon . ^^^^.^ 

— ^«n, sremin(tedoftheextensfonotl(m9 
forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 


A shortened stah^ pen* for reply t0 m „„„ ^ fe ^ ^ 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisoiy 

■*» is .ailed, and an y extension tee p ureu a nt , 0 37 CFR , 136( a, wfi, be 
^'----n^o,^^^,^,,^ 


A "'^^conce m i„ gt fii scom „ onoreariiercommunic ^ 
fr on,,he„a m i„e rs hou,d b edi re c,ed,„*TO RNSA K RANwhosetelephone 
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number is 703-308-2224. The examiner can norma,* be reached on 6:30 AM 
5:00 PM. 


If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, J. J. swann can be reached on 703-308-4115. The fax 
Phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding .he status of an application may be obtained from 
me Paten, Appiication Information Removal (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published appiications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Pubiic 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is availabie through 
Private PAIR only. For more informal about the PAIR system, see h«p,/pair- 
directuspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, comae, «h, Becmonic Business Center ,EBC, „ 866-217-9,97 „ol.-,ree,. 



December 14, 2004 — „^ 

* VICTOR N SAKRAN 

Primary Examiner 

Art Unit 3677 


